SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION
voluntarily adopted vaccination as the
only sure protection from the appalling
consequences of smallpox.'51
There is no need to recite the smallpox
histories of European countries, because
they are fully presented in many avail-
able publications. They all yield con-
vincing proof that, in those countries in
which compulsory vaccination has ob-
tained, smallpox has been brought to
heel.
There is one history, however, which,
because of events of the past two years,
is pertinent to the present discussion*
and that is the history of England. Eng-
land, before the days of vaccination,, had
been stricken time and again with small-
pox, and so constantly was it prevalent
in the seventeenth and eighteenth cen-
turies that few Englishmen showed faces
free from pock' marks. The English ac-
claimed Jenne/s discovery and made the
practice of vaccination their own. Prior
1 Jelalm Shah.
61